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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1,2, 6, 13-14 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 5,496,332 to Sierra et al. (Sierra). 

In Reference to Claim 1 : 
Sierra teaches: 

A device for joining a first body vessel to a second body vessel, 
comprising: a) a cartridge (12, Fig. 3) having a distal end and defining a 
longitudinal axis; b) a radially expandable anchor (34, Fig. 3) disposed at the 
distal end of the cartridge (1 2, Fig. 3) for engaging the first body vessel, the 
expandable anchor (34, Fig. 2) having an initial condition (Fig. 2) and an 
expanded condition (Fig. 3) wherein the expandable anchor is radially larger than 
the expandable anchor in the initial condition; and c) a plurality of sutures (66, 
68, Fig. 4) disposed within the cartridge (12, Fig. 4) and being deployable 
therefrom so as to engage the second body vessel, the sutures (66, 68, Fig. 4) 
being threaded through the expandable anchor (34, Fig. 4); and d) a plurality of 
needle anchors (46, 48, Fig. 4), wherein each needle anchor (46, 48, Fig. 4) of 
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the plurality of needle anchors is attached to a distal end (where wings 50, 52 
are. Fig. 4) of a corresponding one of the plurality of sutures (66, 68, Fig. 4). 

In Reference to Claim 2: 

ABCD teaches: 

The device of claim 1 (see rejection of Claim 1 above), wherein the 
expandable anchor (34, Fig. 4) comprises a plurality of flexible arms (anchor 34 
expand radially on both side, Fig. 4) biased in an expanded position. 

In Reference to Claim 6: 

ABCD teaches: 

The device of claim 1 (see rejection of Claim 1 above), wherein the 
sutures (66, 68, Fig. 4) have distal ends (where wings 50, 52 are. Fig. 4) and 
needle anchors (46, 48, Fig. 4) attached to the distal ends, the needle ends (54, 
56, Fig. 4) being deployable from the cartridge (12, Fig. 4). 

In Reference to Claim 13: 

ABCD teaches: 

A device for joining a first body vessel to a second body vessel, 
comprising: a) a cartridge (12, Fig. 4) having a distal end and defining a 
longitudinal axis; b) an anchor (34, Fig. 4) disposed at the distal end of the 
cartridge (12, Fig. 4) for engaging the first body vessel; and c) a plurality of 
sutures (66, 68, Fig. 4) disposed within the cartridge (12, Fig. 4) and being 
deployable therefrom so as to engage the second body vessel, the sutures (66, 
68, Fig. 4) being threaded through the anchor (34, Fig. 4); and d) a plurality of 
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needle anchors (46, 48, Fig. 4), wherein each needle anchor of the plurality of 
needle anchors is attached to a distal end (where wings 50, 52 are, Fig. 4) of a 
corresponding one of the plurality of sutures (66, 68, Fig. 4). 

In Reference to Claim 14: 

ABCD teaches: 

The device of claim 13 (see rejection of Claim 13 above), wherein the 
anchor (34, Fig. 4) comprises a plurality of outwardly extending arms (anchor 34 
expands radially on both sides. Fig. 4). 

In Reference to Claim 18: 

ABCD teaches: 

The device of claim 13 (see rejection of Claim 13 above), wherein the 
sutures (66, 68, Fig. 4) have distal ends (where wings 50, 52 are. Fig. 4) and 
needle anchors (46, 48, Fig. 4) attached to the distal ends, the needle ends 54, 
56, Fig. 4) being deployable from the cartridge (12, Fig. 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3-5, 7-9, 1 5-1 7 and 1 9-20 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patent No. 6,923,820 to Nash et al. teach surgical connector 
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systems and methods of use. US Patent No. 4,553,543 to Amarasinghe teaches a 
suturing assembly and method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SON DANG whose telephone number is (571)270-5809. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM EDT. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jackie Ho can be reached on 571-272-4696. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SD 

/(Jackie) Tan-Uyen T. Ho/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3773 



